
St Mary of Charity 
The Benefice of Faversham 

Autistic Spectrum Church Service 
2.30pm, 6 April 2025 

Welcome:  
Psalm 139, verse 14 

  
I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. 
    Wonderful are your works; 
that I know very well. 

These words from the Bible remind us that God made everyone and likes how 
He made us, including having made us autistic. 

Confession 

  
Lord God, 
we have sinned against you and against the people around us and 
against your world;  
we have done harm on purpose and by accident, and we have 
judged people and made assumptions about them that weren't fair. 
We are sorry and repent. 
Have mercy on us according to your love. 
Wash away everything we've done wrong and everything that has 
gone wrong in the past. 
Renew a right spirit within us 
and restore us to the joy of your salvation, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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Absolution 

  
May almighty God have mercy on us, 
forgive us our sins, 
and bring us to everlasting life, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Hymn:  
Dear Lord and Father  
of Mankind 

  
Dear Lord and Father of mankind, 
   forgive our foolish ways ;  
re-clothe us in our rightful mind, 
in purer lives thy service find, 
   in deeper reverence praise. 

In simple trust like theirs who heard, 
   beside the Syrian sea, 
the gracious calling of the Lord, 
let us, like them, without a word 
   rise up and follow thee. 

O Sabbath rest by Galilee !  
   O calm of hills above, 
where Jesus knelt to share with thee 
the silence of eternity, 
   interpreted by love !  

Drop thy still dews of quietness, 
   till all our strivings cease ;  
take from our souls the strain and stress, 
and let our ordered lives confess 
   the beauty of thy peace. 
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Breathe through the heats of our desire 
   thy coolness and thy balm;  
let sense be dumb, let flesh retire ;  
speak through the earthquake, wind, and fire, 
   O still small voice of calm. 

This hymn tells us that we can come to God in simple trust and that we can 
seek him in quietness.  We don't always need to be with people. 

Reading: 2 Samuel 6 

  
David danced before the Lord with all his might; David was girded with 
a linen ephod.  So David and all the house of Israel brought up the ark 
of the Lord with shouting and with the sound of the trumpet. 

As the ark of the Lord came into the city of David, Michal daughter of 
Saul looked out of the window and saw King David leaping and 
dancing before the Lord, and she despised him in her heart. 

This reading tells us that sometimes others mock us because of the movements 
that we make to express our feelings, but that God sees the intentions of our 
hearts. 

Psalm 121 

  
I lift up my eyes to the hills— 
    from where will my help come? 
My help comes from the Lord, 
    who made heaven and earth. 

He will not let your foot be moved; 
    he who keeps you will not slumber. 
He who keeps Israel 
    will neither slumber nor sleep. 
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The Lord is your keeper; 
    the Lord is your shade at your right hand. 
The sun shall not strike you by day, 
    nor the moon by night. 

The Lord will keep you from all evil; 
    he will keep your life. 
The Lord will keep 
    your going out and your coming in 
    from this time on and for evermore. 

This Psalm – a poem from the Bible – tells us that no matter how much we feel 
oppressed and rejected by people, God will always help us. 

Reading:  
John 9:1-3 and 10:7-10 

  
As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth.  His disciples 
asked him, 'Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was 
born blind?'  Jesus answered, 'Neither this man nor his parents 
sinned; he was born blind so that God's works might be revealed in 
him. 

This reading tells us that if we are different, it's not because we've done 
something wrong, or that our parents have done something wrong – God shows 
his glory through all our differences. 

---- 

Jesus said to them, 'Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep.  
All who came before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did 
not listen to them.  I am the gate.  Whoever enters by me will be 
saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture.  The thief comes 
only to steal and kill and destroy.  I came that they may have life, and 
have it abundantly. 

This reading tells us that everyone who comes to Jesus will find safety and joy, 
and that we will be safe from all evil. 



5 

Talk 

  

God made some of us autistic, and that’s how he likes us. 

Musical item:  
These are They Which 
Follow the Lamb –  
John Goss   
Words from Revelation 14: 4-5 

These are they which follow the Lamb whithersoever He goeth.  
These were redeemed from among men, being the first-fruits unto 
God and to the Lamb.  And in their mouth was found no guile, for they 
are without fault before the throne of God. 

These words remind us that being without guile – which means being literal and 
truthful – is what God wants us to be. 

Prayers 

  
For example: 

Loving God,  
Give us courage to embrace our humanity with its many gifts and 
struggles.  Show us how our weaknesses can become opportunities 
for Your power to shine through our lives.  In the name of Jesus who 
broke through death and lives with you and the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

[Borrowed from the Church in NZ disability resources] 
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The Lord's Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. 
Amen. 

This is a modern translation of the words in the Bible which Jesus used to teach 
us to pray. 

Hymn:  
There's a Wideness in  
God's Mercy 

  

There’s a wideness in God’s mercy 
         like the wideness of the sea ;  
there’s a kindness in his justice 
         which is more than liberty. 
There is no place where earth’s sorrows 
         are more felt than up in heaven ;  
there is no place where earth’s failings 
         have such kindly judgement given. 
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For the love of God is broader 
         than the measure of our mind, 
and the heart of the Eternal 
         is most wonderfully kind. 
But we make his love too narrow 
         by false limits of our own ;  
and we magnify his strictness 
         with a zeal he would not own. 

There is plentiful redemption 
         through the blood that has been shed ;  
there is joy for all the members 
         in the sorrows of the Head. 
There is grace enough for thousands 
         of new worlds as great as this ;  
there is room for fresh creations 
         in that upper home of bliss. 

If our love were but more simple, 
         we should take him at his word ;  
and our lives would be all gladness 
         in the joy of Christ our Lord. 

This hymn tells us that everyone is welcome with God.  People judge each other 
and include and exclude each other, but God includes everyone. 

Blessing 
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Find us at favershambenefice.org/stmaryofcharity 

 


